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‘‘Salus  Populi  Suprema  Lex/’ 


ANNUAL  RE  PORI' 

ON  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF 

FELLING-ON-TYNE. 

o 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Felling  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

Once  more  it  is  my  duty  to  forward  for  your 
consideration  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Urban  District  of  Felling,  with  a synopsis  of  the  sanitary 
work  accomplished  during  the  year  1895,  and  suggestions  as 
to  improvements  yet  remaining  to  be  fulfilled. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  20,000. 

Area  of  District — 2,701  acres. 


769  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  as  against 
787  in  1894,  728  in  1893,  772  in  1892,  and  702  in  1891.  373 

were  males  and  396  females. 

Localities. — In  Felling  300  were  born,  140  males  and  160 
females.  In  [leworth  314  were  born,  156  males  and  158 
females.  In  St.  Albans  155  were  born,  77  males  and  78 
females. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  38'4  per  1,000.  In  1894 
it  was  43'7  per  1,000,  and  in  1893,  4°'4-  There  were  323 
births  more  than  deaths  ; 769  births  and  446  deaths  occuring 
during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

446  Persons  died  in  the  District  during  the  year,  as 
against  373  in  1894,  and  418  in  1893.  222  were  males  and 

224  females. 

Localities. — Felling — 187,  as  against  160  in  1894,  and 
193  in  1893.  Heworth — 177,  as  against  148  in  1894,  and  r48 
in  1893.  St.  Albans — 82,  as  against  65  in  1894,  and  78  in 
1 893. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  equal  to  2 2 '3  per  1 000; 


894  it  was  2i'o,  and  in 

1893,  22*2. 
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Diarrhoea.. 
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Respiratory 
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Under  One  Year... 

8-6 

7'° 

67 

Respiratory  Diseases  i 

nclude  Bronchitis,  Pneu 

monia  and 

Pleurisy.  91  Persons  died  during  the  year  from  these  com- 
plaints, as  against  56  in  1894,  62  in  1893,  and  82  in  1892. 

IMFA^T  MORTALITY. 

Under  one  year.  1895 — 8’6  ; 1894 — 7-0  ; 1893 — 6*7  ; 
5892 — 6’5  ; 1891 — 84*. 

173  Children  under  one  year  died  during  the  year,  as 
against  127  last  year,  and  1 1 7 in  1893.  This  mortality  is 
enough  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  most  superficial 
observer.  Of  every  three  deaths  occurring,  one  is  a child 
under  twelve  months,  in  fact,  in  five  deaths  two  are  those  of 
children  under  twelve  months.  I will  look  a little  closer  and 
apportion  the  deaths  to  their  respective  localities. 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  for  Felling  is  8‘8  per  1,000  ; for 
H eworth,  S ’9  ; and  St.  Albans,  7*7.  Although  this  return 
is  very  high,  the  discrepancy  between  St.  Albans  and 
H eworth  is  still  more  remarkable.  Both  districts  have  a 
colliery  population  and  are  not  more  than  a mile  apart. 
Wardley  Colliery,  however,  has  added  more  than  its  share  to 
the  return  for  Heworth,  and  the  increase  is  most  marked  in 
this  village.  In  looking  into  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in 
the  children,  I find  Stomach  ailments  and  Broncho  Pneu 
monia  the  principal  factors,  as  fully  three-fourths  of  the 
deaths  returned  are  due  to  these  complaints. 
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The  Exciting  Cause  I take  to  be  improper  food  and 
•exposure  in  the  open  air  at  improper  times,  night  time,  etc., 
(especially  when  marketing  or  visiting  Newcastle  on  the  Pay 
Fridays);  but  I have  harped  on  these  strings  times  and 
again.  The  milk  of  mothers  having  children  at  the  breast 
is  very  little  better  than  cow’s  milk,  in  some  cases  not  so 
good.  This  is  due  to  the  heavy  house  work,  and  want  of 
out-door  exercise  on  the  part  of  the  mothers.  I have  seen 
breast-milk  little  better  than  coloured  water,  so  thin  in  fact 
that  the  breast  could  not  store  it,  as  it  ran  out  on  the  slight- 
est movement.  In  such  cases,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  infants  have  little  or  no  vitality,  and  are  easily 
carried  off  by  attacks  that  under  ordinary  conditions  should 
be  harmless. 

Felling  and  Heworth  have  each  20  more  deaths  this  year 
than  last  year,  whilst  St.  Albans  has  only  increased  by  5. 

The  whole  subject,  both  from  a medical,  national,  and 
moral  point  of  view,  is  in  need  of  a thorough  overhauling, 
and  a commission  will  have  to  be  appointed  in  the  end  to 
devise  and  suggest  means  whereby  to  lessen,  if  not  abolish, 
this  mortality. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Mortality — -1*3  per  1,000.  Total  Cases  — 26. 

SCARLATINA. 

The  above  infectious  disease  heads  the  Zymotic  list  for 
the  year,  no  less  than  98  cases  occuring  in  the  district,  as 
against  30  last  year.  2 Children  died  in  the  Felling  district 
from  this  disease  With  the  exception  oi  May,  cases  were 
recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  especially  in  July 
when  18  cases  were  reported,  11  in  September,  5 in  October, 
11  in  November,  and  27  in  December.  The  disease  during 
the  year  was  of  the  most  tractable  character,  as  the  mortality 
f ully7  bears  out.  As  to  the  primary  invasion  of  this  disease  it 
is  next  to  impossible  even  to  suggest.  Ou"  intercommuni- 
cation with  such  large  towns  asNewcastle  and  Gateshead  are 
so  intimate  that  what  is  rife  in  one  is  sure  to  appear  in  the 
other.  Nearly  one-fifth  of  our  working  population  find 
employment  in  either  town.  Therefore,  from  a Zymotic 
point  of  view  it  is  a disadvantage  to  be  near  large  towns,  and 
Felling  is  an  exemplification  of  this  fact.  Very  often  in 
searching  out  the  origin  of  an  outbreak  I am  told  that  some 
friends  were  visited  in  Newcastle  or  Gateshead,  and  that, 
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.although  there  was  no  illness  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  yet, 
they  very  ingenuously  add  that  there  was  some  kind  of  fever 
in  the  household  some  time  previously  ; and  one  is  left  to 
conjecture  whether  the  origin  of  the  disease  is  local  or 
remote.  Scarlatina  is  now  on  the  wane  in  this  section  of  the 
county. 

Localities. — Felling,  57  ; Heworth,  30;  St.  Albans,  11. 

MEASLES. 

We  had  an  epidemic  of  Measles  in  1894,  and  with  the 
exception  of  two  deaths  in  the  early  part  of  1895,  we  had 
very  little  measles  during  the  year. 

DIARRHOEA. 

11  Deaths  are  recorded  as  due  to  this  disease,  with  one 
exception  all  under  five  years,  and  of  a mean  age  of  six 
months.  We  experienced  nothing  approaching  an  epidemic 
and  the  Diarrhoea  was  in  connection  with  teeth  troubles,  etc 
September  was  the  period  in  which  nearly  all  the  cases 
occurred.  8 Deaths  occurred  in  1894,  and  51  in  1893.  1 
have  an  idea  that  the  milk  is  allowed  to  ferment  in  the  bot- 
tles and  the  product  very  often  is  the  cause  of  Irritation  and 
Diarrhoea. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disorder  was  very  prevalent  in  April  and  14  child- 
ren died  during  the  year,  as  against  2 last  year.  This  infec- 
tious disease,  together  with  Measles,  must  ultimately  come 
under  the  Notification  Acts. 

SMALLPOX. 

Not  one  case  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  of  Felling 
during  the  year  1895. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

5 Deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  as  against  4 last 
year.  22  Cases  occurred  in  all. 

Localities . — Felling,  12  ; Heworth,  7 ; and  St.  Albans,  3. 

Three  members  of  one  family  were  striken  with  this 
disease  in  Quarry  Row,  2 of  them  died.  On  making  inves- 
tigations I found  the  privy-middens  within  twelve  feet  of  the 
back  door  an  I leaking  badly.  This  was  ordered  to  be 
shifted.  Yet,  the  whole  row  of  houses  require  structural  alter- 
ations before  any  improvement  sanitarily  can  be  expected. 


TYPHUS  FEVER. 


One  mild  case  of  Typhus  Fever  occurred  in  the  He  worth 
District  during  the  year.  No  other  cases  occurred.  Pre- 
cautions were  of  course  taken. 

CROUP  MEMBRANOUS. 

Six  cases  occurred  in  all.  One  in  Felling,  and  three  in 
Heworth  died.  With  one  exception  all  were  under  5 years. 

DIPTHERIA. 


Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no  deaths 
occurred,  the  attacks  being  of  a mild  character.  On  one 
occasion  I thought  I saw  some  connection  between  the 
exhalations  from  deceased  persons  and  the  occurrence  of 
this  disease.  I remember  a woman  developing  a bad  form  of 
this  disease  after  washing  a copse.  There  may  be  nothing  in 
it  but  it  is  as  well  to  mention  the  fact. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


21  Notified  cases  were  recorded  during  the  twelve 
months,  as  against  30  last  yrear.  7 occurred  in  Felling,  10  in 
Heworth,  and  4 in  St.  Albans.  No  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  this  disorder.  It  attacks  the  same  person  again 
and  again,  sometimes  after  being  free  from  the  disease  tor 
years. 

J 

HEART  DISEASE. 


21  Deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  disease,  as- 
against  22  last  year.  One  was  that  of  a child  under  5 years. 

INJURIES. 


10  Persons  died  from  Injuries  during  the  year,  6 in 
Felling,  3 in  Heworth,  and  1 in  St.  Albans.  Und°r  trie 
heading  “ All  other  Diseases/’  the  return  will  be  found  on 
Table  A. 


S C A V E N G i N Q. 


This  work  was  very  well  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  the  removal  of  the  butchers’  offal  at  stated  times  by  the 
Board's  carts  is  a great  improvement,  instead  of  being 
allowed  to  fester  in  the  back  yards,  as  of  yore.  All  tips, 
those  of  farmers  especially,  should  be  at  least  one  hundred 
yards  from  any  public  highway.  Tradespeople  and  others 
should  be  cautioned  as  to  the  common  practise  at  present  in 
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vogue,  that  of  allowing  waste  paper  and  bills  to  career  about 
the  streets.  Shopkeepers  outside  the  district  are  the  great- 
est delinquents  in  this  respect.  Nothing  gives  a thorough- 
fare a more  unkempt  appearance  than  the  presence  of  such 
rubbish.  It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  see  advertise- 
ments thrown  from  traps  as  they  perambulate  our  streets. 

a^SPEGTlOftL 

The  dairies,  byres,  slaughter-houses,  etc.  were  well  kept 
under  observation  and  no  fault  was  discernable  therein.  The 
district  is  in  a fair  Sanitary  condition. 

WATER. 

On  the  whole  the  supply  was  excellent. 

FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

Although  the  ground  has  been  purchased  for  some  time, 
I am  not  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  desirable  adjunct  to  our  sanitary  armour.  I 
hone  the  Board  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  matter  and  the 
possibility  of  an  epidemic  breaking  out  at  any  moment. 

SANITARY  EE¥I  PROVED  ENTS. 

New  Streets  of  good  property  for  working  men  have 
been  built  both  in  Felling  and  Heworth  districts.  The 
property  is  on  the  flat  system,  with  ash- closets  throughout. 
If  a palisading  was  substituted  for  the  high  yard  walls,  both 
light  and  air  would  not  be  so  much  impeded  as  at  present, 
and  the  kitchen  would  be  cheerful  and  bright,  and  less  of  the 
attributes  of  a cell  would  attach  to  it. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  POOR. 

I went  into  this  subject  in  my  1894  report  and  like  every 
subject  it  has  [two  sides  ; on  the  one  hand  the  poor  require 
shelter,  on  the  other,  Sanitary  Science  asserts  with  no  uncer- 
tain sound  that  insanitary  property  must  disappear  ; while 
the  builder  (a  very  distant  relation  of  the  Good  Samaritan) 
testifies  that  property  to  suit  the  pockets  of  the  poor  cannot 
be  built  as  a commercial  speculation.  Here  the  problem 
rests.  Both  at  Windy  Nook,  Felling,  and  Heworth  a lot  of 
old  property  will  have  to  be  condemned  in  the  near  future,, 
damp  walls  being  the  chief  cause  of  complaint. 
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EXCESSES  AND  ABUSES. 

In  my  three  previous  reports  I have  very  fully  pointed 
out  what  I consider  to  be  the  excesses  and  abuses  of  t he 
inhabitants  of  this  district,  therefore,  as  familiarity  engenders 
contempt  and  carelessness,  I will  not  again  repeat  my  sug- 
gestions here. 

INJURIOUS  HABITS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Under  this  head  I have  also  mentioned  and  pointed  in 
former  reports  to  the  intemperate  use  of  tea,  meat,  etc.  I 
must  admit  that  there  is  a change  for  the  better,  cocoa  is 
coming  more  into  use,  and  if  people  would  resort  more  to  the 
pure  home-brewed  ale  of  a few  decades  past  instead  of  tea, 
tea , tea  ! their  nerves,  their  stamina,  their  physique,  and 
consequently  their  lives  would  be  worth  living.  The  wretched 
wrecks  one  sees  now  were  unknown  forty  or  fifty  years  since. 
What  is  the  cause  ? What  is  the  remedy  ? I would  say, — 
Go  back  to  the  land— Use  your  legs  : less  train  and  still  less 
tram.  Not  one  woman  in  ten  at  the  present  day  is  fit  to- 
become  the  mother  of  a familv-  To  corroborate  mv  state- 
ment  take  this  one  fact.  — Say  five  children  are  born  appar- 
ently healthy  ; well,  before  they  reach  twelve  months  two 
out  of  the  five  are  dead  and  buried.  This  fact  is  as  plain  as- 
it  is  startling. 

PUBLIC  RECREATION  GROUND 

This  is  another  old  friend.  It  is  well  nigh  twenty  years- 
since  I first  advocated  the  great  necessity  of  a Recreation 
Ground  for  Felling.  A working  class  population,  with  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  children  running  about  the  streets  and 
lanes  in  danger  every  moment  of  being  run  over  or  trampled 
on,  yet,  we,  a supposed  civilized  community,  in  view  of  the 
twentieth  century  almost,  have  not  provided  a rood  of  land 
whereon  the  poor  children  might  gambol,  free  from  danger, 
dust  and  dirt.  Our  fathers  had  their  Village  Greens.  Further 
back,  the  Romans  had  their  Arenas  and  Olympias,  Swimming- 
Baths  and  Gymnasiums,  while  we  have  not  the  shadow  of  a 
shade  of  such  useful  institutions.  Despite  what  people  say 
to  the  contrary,  our  race  is  degenerating  in  physique,  cer- 
tainly in  stamina  and  grit.  I have  suggested  many  ways  of 
obtaining  a playground,  failing  public  beneficence.  Let  some 
of  our  public  men  rise  to  the  occasion,  form  a committee, 
and  collect  subscriptions,  and,  I have  no  doubt  whatever  but 
that  in  a few  years  we  will  possess  what  at  the  present  day 
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is  a necessity  wherever  people  congregate  in  large  commun- 
ities. If  precept  teaches  and  example  shows,  we  need  not 
look  beyond  Hebburn  for  both,  in  this  township  the  inhabit- 
ants are  securing  land  for  a Park,  and  in  other  respects  we 
are  behind  them  in  the  march  of  civilization  and  progress. 
Let  us  be  up  and  doing. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

M.  F.  KELLY,  M.O. 


DURHAM  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


O 


Felling  Urban  District  Council. 
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Annual  Report 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 
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Annual  Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

( Continued. ) 

In  November,  1895,  I took  the  Census  of  Ashpits  and 
Earth  Closets,  with  the  following-  result  : — -Ashpits,  1,425  ; 
Earth  Closets,  61 1 ; Total,  2,036. 

During  the  year  I have  given  orders  for  the  emptying*  of 
3,470  Ashpits  and  Earth  Closets,  which  contained  7,404-^- 
loads. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Cow  Sheds  in  the  district  are 
in  a good  and  sanitary  condition,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
John  Snowdon’s  Byre,  which  I gave  notice  to  have  enlarged 
and  properly  drained.  I had  a note  from  Mr.  Minter  (agent) 
and  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Loraine  (builder),  who  is 
to  build  a new  Cow  Byre  with  all  the  latest  improvements  in 
ventilation  and  drainage. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  takes  up  a great 
deal  of  my  time,  154  Notifications  having*  been  sent  in  to  me, 
as  against  80  for  the  previous  year.  A large  quantity  of 
carbolic  acid  has  been  used,  and  as  each  case  has  been 
served  with  a bottle  of  the  disinfectant,  not  any  of  the  Fever 
cases  have  had  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital. 

I am  glad  to  report  to  your  Council  that  not  one  single 
case  of  that  fell  disease,  Smallpox,  has  appeared  in  the 
district  during*  the  year  1895. 

I urn  Gentlemen. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  B.  MAKEPEACE, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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